John Kilby


Throughout my 30 years as administrator of Footsbarn Travelling Theatre, Ollie always showed an interest in how the group was doing. There could be years without contact and then magically Ollie would be there in the audience, he was as proud of how the company had survived and developed, as the company was proud to carry his name.

On one memorable occasion at the Young Vic, Ollie was there after the show,  in full flow, publicly heaping praise on the company, the whole evening was highly charged. Another memorable moment was when Ollie turned up when we were performing at the Portsmouth Festival, already well into his first stint with Orbis, he watched the show, was charmed, and after he bought out a huge box of Havana cigars that he handed around, the cigars were given to him by Fidel Castro! They smoked all the better.
Oliver’s fantastic work with Orbis has been well documented by others, tremendous!
I first met Oliver in 1970 with brother Benji in the rock ‘n roll days, little could I imagine that I would be writing this nearly forty years later!

By hazard I joined Foot’s Barn Theatre in the summer of 1976, although still at Trewen, the company was in disarray, with no money and soon no home. My first project was to find a new base for the company, which was in North Cornwall, Hallworthy. We adapted the name of the company, symbolically giving Oliver the apostrophe and bringing the Foots and the Barn together: hence Footsbarn Theatre was relaunched. There were several actors of the early Foot’s Barn days; David Johnston, Maggie Watkiss, Joey Cunningham, Margarete Biereye, Paddy Hayter. It became obvious to me that the company had more than just a reputation for making groundbreaking theatre; it had a reputation for partying and partying hard.

From ’76 to ’81 Footsbarn were based at The Old Post Office in Hallworthy, and throughout this time I met many wonderful people who had been involved in the early days of Foot’s Barn, Richard, Tom, Jon-Paul, Audrey, Serena, Touch the Earth……….
In 2000 Footsbarn returned to Cornwall for the first time in 15 years, the tent went up in the grounds of St. Germans. Ollie was there and we persuaded him to join in a parade through the village “oh I can’t do it man, I gave this up years ago”, but give him a top hat and a megaphone, he’s soon crying out “come and see the performing giraffes in the Footsbarn tent” great craic.  We all went to Trewen one day and set up some photos, recreating photo’s from the early seventies. ! It was the week of the ‘old testament rain’ (phrase coined by Richard Worthy) images can be found on the internet, well worth a look if only for Roger Farnworth’s contribution. Cornish Voices 
In 2006, the company was returning to India having performed in Hong Kong, we arrived at Delhi early in the morning and taxiing from International to the National terminal, there, out of the porthole I spot the Orbis plane on the tarmac, impossible to jump out and say hi to Ollie, it was a moment that showed how far we all had come.

Ever interested in the development of Footsbarn, we kept in contact by email. Although not an original of the group, Ollie always treated me with the utmost kindness and respect.
Oliver wrote to me saying that he had married Gail in Jamaica and he had obviously found a soul mate and lover. No words can really describe the loss of a loved one, but I wish to add my personal condolences to Gail, Jesse, Mary-Rachel, Benji, family and to all who have been enriched by him.
ONE LOVE – OLLIE – ONE LOVE
Oliver Foot died on the 6th February 2008 – Rest in PEACE
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